4           SIR GOOROODASS BANERJEE

qualities of his head and heart. There is mucl
in them to inspire us with a genuine desire to mat
our lives sublime, and thus the rich legacy that h
has left behind of a life well-spent, is a constan
beacon-light to his countrymen to follow in hi
foot-steps.

Like many of the world's great and self-mad
men, Sir Gooroodass Banerjee was not born wit
a silver spoon in his mouth. He came from
Brahmin family, highly respectable and culturec
but of limited means. His ancestral home wa
in a village called Bora in the Diamond Harbou
Sub-division. His grandfather, Babu Manic
Chandra Banerjee, was the first of the family t
come to Calcutta in search of service. Here he acquii
ed a working knowledge in English and secure*
an appointment in a merchant's office. He built,
simple dwelling house for the family at Narikeldang;
which was afterwards enlarged and embellishe
by Sir Gooroodass Banerjee. Sir Goorooass'
father, Babu Ram Chandra Banerjee, was
clerk in the office of Carr, Tagore and Co., of thi
city but his career was cut short by early death
Born on the 26th of January 1844, the death of hi
father in the year 1847 not only deprived him c
paternal care in the formative period of life bu
further embarrassed the financial position of th
family and thus in early life. Sir Gooroodas
had to face great difficulties in the successfu
prosecution of his studies.

Fortunately for himself and us, his mother wa
an ideal Hindu woman of the old school, simple